Hong Kong, February 10th, 2000

Hi Gavin

I’ll do the same as last time, that is, to both post the letter and to e-mail it. So, if you check your e-mail you can read it and then read it a second time when the post arrives. While writing this, I am eating some chips (French fries) from a fairly new coffee shop in one of the Chung Chi teaching blocks. They are among the best chips I have tasted and at $7 a portion, are pretty good value too.

Your permanent ID card has been picked up. Probably no need to send it to you. I think I mentioned that ‘permanent’actually means ‘3 years’ so if we stay out for that time we have to start the whole 7-year residency requirement again.

All very quiet here. Nadine left for Switzerland last Friday evening. She got to the airport in plenty of time this year even though she, with some of her friends, had to wait quite a long time for bus A41. I guess she is having a good time. She gave me her e-mail address [nadz1936@hotmail.com if you are interested] and said to write as they have a computer where she is staying. I wrote a very brief note just in case she didn’t actually get it. No reply yet so perhaps she hasn’t been able to check. She gets back to HK on Sunday afternoon. Mummy also left for the USA on Monday.

Chinese New Year holidays were from Friday to Monday. This is the year of the dragon but a special ‘golden’ dragon which only comes around only once every 60 years, so I guess it is auspicious for me! For most of the holidays I worked in the office so it was more or less normal, though it was good not having other people around and a quiet telephone! On Saturday I went for a run starting in Sai Kung. Ran from the roundabout to the Outward Bound corner then inland and up to Sage 3 of the Maclehose trail (this inland bit was the first time). Then all the way back over Ma On Shan and to the university station. My back is still not perfect though no pain; just a bit tight which affects running. Again I hit the wall at about the 3-hour mark so the last section – mostly downhill -- took nearly as long to cover as it does when I start at the station and run up that way. Time was 3 hours 45 mins. (Gym work is back to normal though I do the sit ups much more carefully.)

The government, and particularly the Immigration Department, is in trouble – again! This time for jailing a girl from China for having a false passport only to find out after she had been imprisoned for 4 months that it is actually genuine. She was also harassed during police interrogation before she was sentenced and was so scared that she actually confessed to having a fake passport. And then just this week, a similar thing happened with a Taiwanese man who was accused of a fake Guatemalan passport though this too has turned out to be genuine (though I suppose it’s difficult in cases like this as there has been a lot of illegal trade in passports in the past few years from countries such as Guatemala). 

The US 7th fleet sailed into port a few days ago, the first visit of US ships since the NATO bombing of the US embassy in Belgrade. Several thousand sailors (male and female) in town. Some of them are spending several days of their leave helping a charity to shift house to a new base at the old Kai Tak airport. 

Got an e-mail from Uncle Keith. He has sold the farm bike and is going to buy a 15 ft (speed?) boat for things such as water skiing, and when the boys get their SCUBA qualifications, diving for crayfish (NZ lobsters – without the big claws).

Got an e-mail from Leonie saying how busy she is. I can understand that from my own time at university.

It’s 5:30 pm now so I’ll pause here and finish the rest tomorrow though I don’t think there is much more to say.

Friday am: Not much more. Heard on the news that the Immigration Dept. will get all suspicious passports analysed at the government laboratory before charging anybody with possessing a fake passport.

Hope everything is going OK for you. Send a note some time to let us know how things are going – especially the winter training.

KUNG HEI FAT CHOY!   (Still appropriate as I think the new year lasts until Day 7 – everybody’s birthday.)

Love

Dad
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